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At St Joseph’s School, we are
committed to the teachings of Jesus
Christ. We value harmony,
inclusiveness and respect for God,
each other and our world.

Co-Pastors: Fr Patrick Mugavin & Fr George Kuruvila

Principal: Mr Karl Dwyer

SAC Chair: Mrs Andrea Munro

Friday, August 20th

ISSUE 25

Dear Parents,

TERM THREE- 2021
Aug 22 First Eucharist
Aug 23 Book Week Begins
Aug 25 Footy / Netball Lightning
Prem Carnival @ Coleraine
Aug 27 Book Week- Dress Week
Aug 29 Confirmation
Sept 3 Father’s Day Breakfast 7 am
Sept 6 SAC Meeting
Sept 17 End of Term
TERM FOUR- 2021
Oct 4- Student Free Day (WT
Planning)
Nov 2 Melbourne cup holiday
15 Nov Student Free Day
(Scaffolding Literacy)
18-19 Nov Student Free (Staff
Retreat)

A VRQA audit was held on Monday to ensure the school was appropriately managed and
organised for re-registration. These are held every five years and it was a fairly streamlined
process thanks to our Compliance Officer Elle Guthrie, who uploaded many documents before the
audit. Mr Malcolm Joseph led the review and was both affirming and instructive. Among the
various small adjustments that he recommended were minor updates to our website. Several
suggestions he made were ways of enhancing child safety and our school operations.

Eucharist
First Eucharist Mass will be held this Sunday. Congratulations to the following students who will
be receiving the Eucharist for the first time;
Xander Koscal
Liam Paton
Thomas Paton
Jack Dwyer
Xavier Dwyer
Josh Wombwell
Lacey Dickson

WEEKLY PRAY ER
Kind regards
Karl Dwyer

Policy Updates

We pray for the
children in our parish
who will receive the
Body of Christ.
May they not just
receive, but become
the Body of Christ
and give back to the
world around them.
Amen

The latest update to school policies is now available online. This week our latest statements and
protocols on financial management of the school, as well as complaints processes have been
shared through the school website. http://www.sjcoleraine.catholic.edu.au/policies.html
COV ID-19 Arrangements
Student Illness and Symptoms
Students and staff who are unwell should not attend school.
Students displaying symptoms that are beyond what they normally
experience with a known existing condition (ie hayfever) will be
sent home.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land where we work and live, the Gunditjmara people, and pay
our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. We celebrate the stories, culture and traditions of all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities who also live and work on this land.

Lightning Premierships
On Wednesday, 25th August, St Joseph’s School will be hosting the
Lightning Premierships in conjunction with Coleraine Primary School.
Permission forms for this event were sent home earlier in the week.
Nicole Boxer and Josh Eats trained our students this week. The students
thoroughly enjoyed their sessions and practised & refined skills in their
sports. We are incredibly grateful to these people for volunteering their
time. Thank you also to Ashley Lambert for taking on the role of Covid
Marshall on the day of the event.
All footballers will require a mouthguard for training, and a change of older clothes is advisable. Football boots or
older runners are suggested. Netballers will require runners for use in the stadium. Below is a brief rundown of the
day.
Time: 9:30 to 2:00pm Silvester Oval
All students in grades 3 to 6 are participating in the Lightning Premierships in
either football or netball. The students will walk down to the venue at 9:00 am.
Football
James Plunkett (a past student) has volunteered to coach a team, and we thank him for taking on this role.
All footballers must wear a mouthguard on the day. Footballers will require
shorts, and football jumpers will be given out on the day. Students may choose
to wear an older, darker coloured shirt under their football jumper particularly if
the ground is muddy. Children can wear runners or football boots.
Netball
Nicole Boxer and Benita Lambert have volunteered to coach a team for us. Thank you so much for your support.
Netballers need to wear a school polo shirt, a navy/black skirt or shorts (without pockets) and runners.
A canteen will be operating, but children will require drinks, snacks and lunch (if not purchasing from the canteen).
Come prepared for the changing weather.
The canteen price list will be emailed home as an additional attachment with this newsletter and will be sent home in a
hard copy with students on Monday.
Good luck to all of our competitors! Enjoy your day and represent your school showing good
sportsmanship and pride.
COVID -19 Restrictions
Please note that no spectators can attend the Lightning Premierships; only personnel and volunteers
required to run all the events are permitted at the oval.
All adults entering Silvester Oval must check-in using the QR code or sign in sheets provided. Please
use face masks and social distancing (where practicable), and sanitise hands frequently.

Messages from the office!
Families are reminded to update their family details when changes to your circumstances arise. This could mean address
and phone number changes, Parent/Guardian A or B Occupation changes, emergency contact details, medical information
and Health Care Card eligibility are just some examples. All this information assists with funding for our school and students
so please contact the office on 55752131 or email admin@sjcoleraine.catholic.edu.au and we will happily update this
information for you.
School fees will be sent home at the end of each Term. Thank you to those families
who have already finalised their school fees 2021 and to those who continue to make
regular payments. Families who may be experiencing financial difficulties please
contact Mr Karl Dwyer at principal@sjcoleraine.catholic.edu.au to discuss further
options.

AWARDS
Principal’s
Award

Lacey Dickson

CLASSROOM NEWS
LGA

In Inquiry this week we have been learning about the beach. We have been
looking at many different beaches around the world. After we investigated a
few different beaches we made a diorama of a beach we had seen. How cool
are they!!

For great work
helping in the
classroom , well done Austin:
On Thursday 3 - 6 boys did training with Mr Sinnott and Eatsy. We did football training
Lacey.

LGB

Leader’s Award
Jaxon Payne

for the Lightning Prems next week. It was awesome!
Jasmine:
On Thursday Nicole (Indi’s mum) showed us what to do in netball. We were practising
for the lightning prems. We did lots of fun activities.

Thank-you to Nicole, Mr Sinnott and Josh Eats

For improved efforts
in reading , well done
Jaxon Payne!

Assisi Award
Pheobe

For doing a great job
cleaning up and
packing up after our
garden activities.

LGC

On Friday 13 of August, Mitchell, Maddi and Angus went to Hamiltion
to play hockey. We played 5 games of hockey and our first match was
against College girls and we unexpectedly won by 3 points. Then we
played College boys and they beat us by 3 points. We then played St
Mary’s and we beat them by 7 points. In the final we played College,
but unfortunately lost 10-0. Although this was a big loss, we enjoyed
the day.

WE’RE SORTING THE LIDS 4 KIDS and BREAD TAGS

This week LGB and LGA sorted and packaged the hundreds of lids and bread tags and pens and markers you’ve helped
us to collect to go to Terracycle and Lids4Kids. If you have collected lids and bread tags, pens and markers send them
into school so we can sort them and send them off.

WE HAVE A NEW WORM COMPOSTING SYSTEM FOR OUR FOOD WASTE

Unfortunately we have had to say goodbye to our chooks and chook yard..
We don’t want to put our food waste into Landfill and we were able to purchase a SUBPOD Worm Composting System
to use our food scraps.
This week LGC did a fantastic job setting up and installing the SUBPOD with some worms into the Herb bed. Next week
we will be able to start feeding the worms with our fruit and food scraps. The worms will eat the food scraps and will
provide us with worm castings and compost that we can use in the veggie gardens to grow more food.

School Chaplain- Lisa Gonnet
Hello, back at school again, hopefully we will have no more lockdowns this term, although looking at the Melbourne numbers I’m not
sure that’s realistic. Oh well. I have spoken to a few parents who have seen the affect the changes and confusion has had on their
children, in some cases it has led to school refusal, therefore I have begun sharing an article today from the raising children network. If
you wish to access on line the whole article can be found on :
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-refusal/school-refusal
Key points
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

School refusal is when children get very upset about going to school, and they won’t or can’t go.
Children might refuse to go to school because of worries about leaving home, learning difficulties, social problems or other
reasons.
The best way to get children back to school is by working as a team with the school.
If school refusal is related to issues like anxiety or depression, children might need mental health support.
It’s good to acknowledge children’s feelings about school, but let them know that you expect them to go back to school.

What is school refusal?
▪
▪
▪
▪

School refusal is when children get extremely upset at the idea of going to school, and often miss some or all of the school day.
This distress doesn’t go away.
School refusal can mean that children have trouble going to school or trouble leaving home – they might not go to school at all.
Children who refuse to go to school usually spend the day at home with their parents’ knowledge, even though their parents
try really hard to get them to go.
School refusal can be an issue for children in primary and secondary school.
School refusal is not a formal psychiatric diagnosis. It’s a name for an emotional and/or behaviour problem.

Signs of school refusal
If your child refuses to go to school, you might feel that school nights and mornings are a ‘battle of wills’. Your child might:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

cry, throw tantrums, yell or scream
hide or lock themselves in their room
refuse to move
beg or plead not to go
complain of aches, pains and illness before school, which generally get better if you let your child stay at home
show high levels of anxiety
having trouble sleeping.

If you wish to discuss this or any other topic please don’t hesitate to call me on 0400 994 32.
Have a good week.
Lisa Gonnet, school pastoral care worker.

Parents Association News!!

Lightning Prems- Wednesday 25th Aug our grade 3-6 students compete with 4 other local schools in the annual
lightning prems. We are seeking parent helpers and food donations. Please see attached letter for more
details. A hard copy has also been sent home with students today.
Father’s Day Breakfast- Friday 3rd Sept we will be hosting our annual father’s day breakfast. Keep an eye out
for more details to come

A very successful sheep poo drive - thank you to all those families who helped out bagging sheep poo last
Saturday!

BOOK WEEK & BOOK FAIR
Monday 23rd to Fri 27th August 2021

We are looking forward to celebrating books and
Australian children’s authors and illustrators next
week.
Our Annual Bookfair will be set up in the hall from
Monday, due to Covid restrictions book week will
run the same as last year.
Monday 23rd August - students will be given the opportunity to view the books and
create a ‘Wish List’.
Families will be able to purchase books by returning money in an envelope with book
choices recorded on the envelope OR choose other payment options of the back of the
‘Wish List’ and return this to school.
Friday 27th August - Dress-Up Day, students are encouraged to dress in their favourite
Book Week costumes.
Thank you to staff and those families who assisted with setting up the hall ready for next
week.

