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At St Joseph’s School, we are
committed to the teachings of Jesus
Christ. We value harmony,
inclusiveness and respect for God,
each other and our world.

Co-Pastors: Fr Patrick Mugavin & Fr George Kuruvila

Principal: Mr Karl Dwyer

SAC Chair: Mrs Andrea Munro

Friday, September 10th, 2021

ISSUE 28

Dear Parents

TERM THREE- 2021
Sept 13- SAC Meeting
Sept 17 End of Term (2.25pm
finish)
TERM FOUR- 2021
Oct 4- Student Free Day (WT
Planning)
Oct 5 Students Return
Book Fair Returns in T4 04/10 - 22/10
15 Nov Student Free Day
(Scaffolding Literacy)

WEEKLY PRAY ER,

With great excitement, we can announce that Benita Lambert has
been appointed an LSO for Term 4 of this year. Benita has a strong
connection with the St Joseph's Community as a parent,
Co-President of the Parents Association and has had some time
working with us as an LSO in 2018. Benita will focus on the social
and emotional aspects to support our students moving forward.
Her dedication and passion in fulfilling opportunities for ALL
students are evident, and we know she will contribute many gifts
to our school community. Welcome Benita!
Our School Advisory Council members are reminded that we will
be meeting at school on Monday March 1st at 7.00pm.
The final day of term will also be a footy colours day at school. All
students, teachers (and families) are encouraged to wear their
favourite AFL, NRL or Soccer colours.

Jesus, we pray that
all in our
community come
to know you.
May your presence
in the life of our
school bless, inspire
and transform us.
Amen.

Thank you to Andrea Munro, who suggested at our last SAC Meeting to move the bus stop 30 metres
south so that it is now directly in front of the school. You may have noticed that the signs have been
moved, and the shire is in the process of marking lines to indicate where the bus is to stop. Having the bus
stop directly in front of the school will mean that children no longer need to cross the school entrance and
mean parents can park where the old bus stop was, hence alleviating traffic congestion.
On Wednesday, the Premier outlined the return to school for our P - 2 students. It was great to see all of
our LGA and LGB students onsite today. LGC learners will continue remote learning until we receive new
advice.
Families are reminded that Monday October 4th is our first pupil free day for 2021. This is the first
Monday of Term 4. Our staff will be looking at Professional Learning communities with other members of
the Western Trinity.
Kind regards
Karl

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land where we work and live, the Gunditjmara people, and pay
our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. We celebrate the stories, culture and traditions of all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities who also live and work on this land.

CHILD SAFETY

On Tuesday all children listened to “Australia’s Biggest Child Safety lesson. We now know
who is our trusted adult. We learnt to RECOGNISE, REACT AND REPORT if we are feeling
unsafe.

BOOK FAIR UPDATE

Book fair will be extended into Term 4 due to remote learning. This will give
students and families an opportunity to explore and purchase their
favourite books when we return to school. The final date for orders will be
Friday 22nd October.

Hello this week is the final segment of the article taken from the Emerging Minds website, if you wish to view on line here is the link:
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/toolkits/supporting-childrens-mental-health-during-a-pandemic/
Having age-appropriate conversations with children to explain these protocols and the reasoning behind them can be challenging. But empowering
children with this knowledge – which might include asking them what they want to know – can help normalise their experience and demystify the
impacts of the coronavirus. It can also help them manage their emotional responses to the pandemic, including working through feelings of anxiety.
What about vaccinations?
As of August 2021, plans for vaccinating Australian children over 12 years old are in motion, with vaccines currently approved by the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) for Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children in this age group, and children with specific medical conditions.
Numerous developed countries around the world, including the US, Canada, Japan and many EU nations, are already administering vaccines to all
children over 12.
From mid-August, South Australia will begin vaccine roll-out for everyone aged 16 years and over, with other Australian states to follow – but as yet,
the TGA hasn’t confirmed when vaccines will be available for those under 16 years of age.
Again, being clear with children on the realities and expected timelines around vaccination, through
honest, age-appropriate conversations, can go a long way towards giving them a sense of control over their situation and helping them overcome
any worries or feelings of insecurity about the Delta strain.
For further information on supporting your child through the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic,
including helping them to recognise and manage their emotions, see Helping children to cope with
uncertainty during COVID-19.
The Kids Helpline - 1800 551 800 - is another valuable go-to support for children who are struggling
to express and resolve their concerns.
I hope you found this article of interest/help.
Keep safe and please don’t hesitate to contact me on 0400 994032
Lisa Gonnet
Schools Pastoral Care Worker

